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Website health check

A website health check is a comprehensive audit and monitoring process to evaluate the overall
performance, security, and functionality of a website. The goal is to identify and fix potential issues
before they negatively impact user experience, search engine rankings, or business operations.

Think of it as a regular tune-up for your online presence, ensuring it is running optimally.

Key Areas of a Website Health Check

A thorough website health check typically examines several critical areas:

* Performance and Speed: This involves testing how quickly pages load on different devices
(desktop and mobile). A slow website can lead to a high "bounce rate" (visitors leaving
quickly) and lower search engine rankings.

* Security: Checks are performed to identify vulnerabilities, security threats, and potential
loopholes that could be exploited by hackers. This includes ensuring SSL certificates are
correctly installed and up-to-date.

¢ Functionality: This verifies that all interactive elements, such as links, forms, and third-
party integrations (like payment systems or booking tools), are working correctly. Broken
features can frustrate users and result in lost business.

e User Experience (UX) and Accessibility: The check assesses how easy the website is to
navigate and use for all visitors, including those with disabilities. It ensures the site is mobile-
responsive, as much traffic comes from mobile devices.

e Search Engine Optimization (SEO) & Visibility: This analysis ensures the website can be
easily found and indexed by search engines like Google. It covers aspects like keyword
optimization, content quality, and technical SEO elements (like Core Web Vitals) to boost
organic traffic.

e Software and Infrastructure: For websites built on platforms like WordPress, the check
includes updating the core software, plugins, and libraries to ensure they are secure and
compatible. It also covers server reliability and uptime.

Why are they important?

Regular website health checks help you:

* Prevent costly problems: Catching issues early, such as security vulnerabilities or
performance degradation, prevents major data breaches or downtime.

¢ Improve customer satisfaction: A fast, functional, and secure website provides a
seamless user experience, which retains visitors and encourages sales or engagement.

¢ Maintain search visibility: Search engines favor healthy, high-performing websites.
Regular checks help maintain or improve your ranking in search results.

e Ensure compliance: Audits can identify potential legal or regulatory problems, such as
GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) issues or accessibility standards failures.

Many free tools are available for basic checks, such as Google PageSpeed Insights for performance
and Google Search Console for SEO health and errors.
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